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SUBJ: SOVIET-IRAQI RELATIONS 

REF BAGHDAD 1 1 13 (NOTAL) 

1. BAGHDAD IS BUZZING WITH RUMORS OF PURGES AND EXECUTIONS 
OP IRAQI COMMUNISTS PROM MILITARY AND CIVILIAN MINISTRIES. 

WE HAVE HEARD PIGURES RANGING PROM 14 TO 40 EXECUTED BY 
HANGING. LOCAL SOURCE WHO CLAIMS ACCESS TO IRAQI INTELLIGENCE 
DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY EXECUTIONS HAVE OCCURRED 

BUT STATES THAT A "HIT LIST" HAS BEEN PREPARED AND THAT 
ARMY OPPICERS ARE ON IT. OTHER SOURCES EMPHATIC THAT 
EXECUTIONS HAVE ALREADY OCCURRED. 

2. BAATH PARTY DAILY AL-THAWRA BEGAN SERIES MAY 28 
UNDER TITLE "POLITICAL ACTION IN ARMED FORCES." PRONT 
PAGE EDITORIAL POCUSES ON ROLE OP PUPULAR AND PROGRESSIVE 
NATIONAL PRONT (PPNP), WHICH INCLUDES COMMUNISTS. 
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EDITORIALIST, WHO WRITES IN STYLE VERY CLOSE TO WRITINGS 
OP SADDAM HUSSEIN, STATES THAT REGIME DID NOT ESTABLISH 
PPNP TO KEEP ITSELP IN POWER. PPNP CAME INTO BEING 
ALTER BAATH PARTY HAD CONSOLIDATED ITS RULE AS A CHANNEL 
POR MOBILIZING IRAQIS TO ACHIEVE LONGRANGE GOALS. 

BAATH INTENDS PPNP TO BE A PERMANENT PEATURE OF IRAQI 
POLITICS BUT WILL NOT TOLERATE ITS USE BY OTHER PARTIES 
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TO ACHIEVE POWER. INDEED, PART OP THE PPNP AGREEMENT 
IS THAT POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN ARMED FORCES BE RESTRICTED 
TO BAATH PARTY. GENERAL BUT LENGTHY PIRST INSTALLMENT 
SEEMS INTENDED TO LAY THEORETICAL BASIS POR UNPOLDING 
OPFICIAL POLICY ON THIS SUBJECT. 

3. COMMENT: STRAINS BETWEEN CURRENT IRAQI REGIME AND 
SIVIET UNION HAVE ERUPTED BEPORE WITHOUT DOING 
PERMANENT DAMAGE TO "STRATEGIC ALLIANCE." NONETHELESS, 
TITLE OP THIS SERIES HAS OMINOUS TONE SINCE IT SUGGESTS 
VULNERABLE POINT POR THIS SECURITY-CONSCIOUS REGIME. 

YEARS OF MILITARY DEPENDENCE ON SOVIETS MUST HAVE CREATED 
NUMEROUS OPPORTUNITIES POR SOVIETS TO INFILTRATE ARMED 
PORCES. AGAINST BACKGROUND OP DISAGREEMENTS BETWEEN 
TWO GOVERNMENTS OVER POLICIES TOWARD MIDDLE EAST AND 
HORN OP APRICA, AND RECENT COUP IN APGHANISTAN, 

ACTIVITIES OF MOSCOW-LINING IRAQI COMMUNISTS GIVE REGIME 
GOOD REASONS TO RECONSIDER ITS OVERALL RELATIONSHIP 
WITH SOVIET UNION AND LOCAL COMMUNISTS. 

4. EVEN IF IRAQ WERE TO TAKE PIRM STEPS TO LIMIT 

THE POTENTIAL SOVIET THREAT TO ITS INTERNAL SECURITY, 

WE SHOULD NOT EXPECT TO SEE ABRUPT CHANGE IN IRAQI 
POREIGN POLICY. REGIME MAY EVEN PEEL OBLIGED TO REASSERT 
POSITIONS CONGENIAL TO THE SOVIETS ON ISSUES NOT QCENTRAL 
TO IRAQI SECURITY OR INTERESTS. IN SUCH WAYS, REGIME 
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MAY HOPE TO LIMIT DAMAGE TO BILATERAL RELATIONS 
STEMMING PROM MEASURES IT MAY TAKE AGAINST SOVIET 
INTERESTS IN IRAQ. 

PECK 
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